
How Can I Help My Child to be  
Successful at School?
You can help your child reach his or her full potential at school 
by being actively involved in your child’s learning — at home, in 
the school, and in the community. This means asking questions 
about what your child is learning, talking to your child’s 
teachers, and showing your child how you use learning in your 
daily life. Explore ideas that can help you get involved in the Your 
Child’s Education — Be a Part of It! brochure.

“Parent involvement that is focused on student learning has the 
greatest impact on student achievement.”

— Literacy and Numeracy Secretariat, Capacity Building Series K-12

Ways to Talk to Your Child  
About School
Teachers use reflective questions to talk with students. You can 
also try this at home. Reflective questions can help reduce “yes” 
or “no” responses and can open up the conversation with your 
child(ren). Some examples include:

• Tell me more about...
• What did you notice...?
• What was interesting?
• What questions did you ask today?
• How can we learn more about...?
• How would you change...?
• What parts of your day went well, helped you learn...?

Contact Information

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate 
to contact us at PIC@ocdsb.ca or 613-721-1820. 

PIC Chair  
Mostafizur Khan

Staff Liaison  
Michele Giroux
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What is Parent Involvement?
“There are many ways parents make a difference in their 
children’s success at school. Parents who talk with their children 
about their day at school or who make sure there is a quiet 
place to do homework or who serve on school councils or who 
volunteer on school trips are all examples of engaged parents.”

— Literacy and Numeracy Secretariat, Capacity Building Series K-12

Parent Involvement Committee
At the OCDSB, our Parent Involvement Committee (PIC) supports, 
encourages and enhances parent engagement across the District 
in order to improve student achievement and well-being.

The duties of PIC include:

• Outreach to parents, recognizing the barriers of time, 
language, recent immigration, socio-economic status, 
newness to the system, or other factors;

• Working collaboratively with the school board to ensure 
linkages between parents, the Director of Education and 
trustees;

• Developing strategies for enhancing parental 
engagement and outreach;

• Holding district-wide meetings and encouraging  
inter-school communications; and

• Participating in the promotion, development, and 
implementation of grant applications and projects funded 
under the Ministry of Education Parents Reaching Out 
(PRO) program. 

PIC Membership
PIC members are chosen from our community and have 
a strong interest in and commitment to public education. 
Members must represent the views of a wide variety of parents. 
New members are appointed annually. Members are appointed 
for either a 1 or 2 year term. For a list of current members, 
please visit our website. 

The Committee has 18 members, the majority of members must 
be parents. The membership includes:

• Ten Parent Members;
• Three Community Representatives;
• The Director of Education (or designate); and
• One Trustee appointed by the Board of Trustees.
• Additional OCDSB staff attend to support the committee, 

including a principal, a teacher and one other employee.

Only the parent members and community representatives are 
voting members.

PIC Meetings
Everyone is welcome to attend PIC meetings. The Committee 
meets at least six times per year and meetings are generally 
held on the second Wednesday of the month from 6:00-7:30 
p.m. at the Administration Building at 133 Greenbank Road. 
The date of each meeting can be found, along with meeting 
materials, at: http://www.ocdsb.ca/calendar/Pages/default.aspx. 

Speaker Series
The PIC supports parent learning by hosting presentations 
on topics of interest to parents. Some examples include Boy 
Smarts, Raising Resilient Children, and Nurturing Critical 
Thinkers. Find out more about upcoming speakers at  
www.ocdsb.ca. If you have an idea about a Speaker Series 
topic, email PIC@ocdsb.ca.

What is the Difference Between  
PIC and OCASC?
At the OCDSB, we are fortunate to have OCASC and PIC. PIC 
represents all parents, and encourages parent involvement in 
many ways: at home, at school, and at the district-level. OCASC 
is represented on PIC, which is an important way to ensure good 
communication between these groups.  

OCASC, the Ottawa-Carleton Assembly of School Councils, 
represents school councils accross the OCDSB and holds monthly 
meetings that allow school council members to share information.

Resources for Parents
• OCDSB website – http://www.ocdsb.ca
• Homework Help – http://HomeworkHelp.ilc.org
• Ministry of Education – http://www.edu.gov.on.ca
• People for Education – http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/
• Your Child’s Education brochure – Available on the 

OCDSB website at www.ocdsb.ca


